DISEASE   AND   HISTORY

was, collapsed under the onslaught in many places. Ambitious
political plans were frustrated. The old world broke down, and on
its ruins a new civilization began slowly to rise.

The mediaeval world experienced no further pandemics of
plague for many centuries. This is astonishing because there were
frequent outbreaks in the near East and the traffic between East
and West was very lively, particularly at the time of the Crusades.
There were sporadic cases, a few local epidemics, but they never
spread although there were plenty of rats in the mediaeval town
and sanitary conditions were by no means good, And then, in the
14th century, in 1348, the plague again made one of its world-
shaking onslaughts. This time it was called the Black Death.

From 1315 to 1317 Europe experienced one of its most devastat-
ing famines. In the city of Ypres which at that time numbered
20,000 inhabitants, 2,794 corpses were buried in the summer of
1316.2 Europe had hardly recovered when the plague made its
invasion of the continent. Again it came from Asia and moved
westward in three large thrusts directed against the Black Sea,
against Asia Minor and Greece and against Egypt and North
Africa. It attacked southern Europe, moved north along the west-
ern coast, turned east, encircled central Europe, and then broke
in upon it from all sides. When a city was stricken, the disease
usually resided in it for a period of four or six months, killed ofi a
large section of the population and disorganized the entire life
of the town.

Estimates of the casualties vary from 25 to 40 millions. It is very
likely that Europe lost between a quarter and a third of its entire
population. Florence lost 60,000 inhabitants, Strasbourg 16,000,
Basle 14,000, Padua two-thirds, Venice three-quarters. Two hun-
dred thousand villages and f armholds were entirely depopulated.

The effects of a catastrophe of such magnitude were obviously
far-reaching. Psychologically people reacted by either throwing
themselves into licentiousness and dissipation, or more often by
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